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FOR THE FRIEND. 


REMINISCENCES OF A VOYAGE TO 
INDIA IN 1823-4. NO. 3 


Phosphorescence of the Ocean. 


As the glow-worm and the fire-fly enliven 
the night by land, so do many of the mollusc 
and other marine animals kindle their mimic 
fires by sea—but on a far grander and more 
imposing scale. 

If, during a dark night, we watch attentive- 
ly the advance and retreat of the breakers on 
the beach, we shall generally perceive the crest 
of each billow to be illuminated by a faint 
flash at the moment of its fall; and after the 
wave subsides, the beach will be spangled 
with minute but brilliant specks, which shine 
for a few moments, and then disappear. These 
lights will convey an idea of what is meant by 
the phosphorescence of the ocean. 

At all times, and in nearly all situations, the 
spray thrown up by the bow of the vessel is 
thickly strewed during the night with little sil- 
very stars, that dance and whirl about among 
the eddies, until they are lost in the distance. 


. f | 
mination in the bosom of the waves. The bow 


: | 
of the vessel scattered far around a blaze of 
light, which shone brilliantly under the bright- 
est moon, and was often sufficiently intense to 


enable us to read upon the deck. Leaning 
over the stern, our track resembled a vast 
trough of fire, studded with innumerable float- 
ing lanterns and stars, such as fall from an ex- 
ploding sky-rocket. In the eddies, the whirl- 
ing of these bodies produced long streams of 
light like serpents drawn in flame, and ocea- 
sionally immense globes of fire would roll along 
beneath the keel, at the depth of several 
fathoms, yet so intensely bright that the little 
rudder fish were distinctly visible sporting be- 
neath the cabin windows. These globes are 
generally as jarge as a flour barrel, and ac- 
cording to Peron and Lesueur, they are some- 
times seen to reach the enormous diameter of 
twenty feet. I had once the gratification to 
observe one of these animals within a foot of 
the surface. It was a medusa, large enough 
to fill a bushel basket, visible in every fibre 
by its own illumination. 

At these times, the crest of every wave re- 
sembles a long line of ignited phosphorus, and 
every dip of the oar, or plunge of the bucket, 
produces a flash of light, and scattered scin- 
tillations on every side. Even the larger fish, 
when they approach the vessel, are followed 
by a luminous path like the tail of a comet, and 
they are often struck with the harpoon, guided | 
by this appearance alone. 

The sea at times resembles a field of snow 
or milk, and Peron asserts that it is often 


These luminous particles are generally 80 | tinged with prismatic colours, varying at every 
small that they are caught with difficulty, and} moment; but these phenomena were not wit- 
so perfectly transparent, that they can scarcely | nessed in our voyage. 


be distinguished from the drops of brine ad- 
hering to the net. Their own radiance, by 
which they are visible in their native element, 
is soon lost when brought into the air, for it 
ceases instantly on the death of the animal. 
The few specimens which I have examined were 
either gelatinous mollusc or microscopic 
shrimps; the former being luminous through- 
out their entire substance, and the latter, like 
the glow-worm, emitting an intermittent light 
from a lantern near the tail. 

Such were the appearances noticed in most 
parts of the North Atlantic Ocean, excepting 
the Gulf stream. The fretful waves of this 
region, vexed as it is by perpetual squalls, ap- 
pear to be wrapped in total darkness. But 
in the tropical regions, and throughout the vast 
expanse of the Southern and Indian Oceans, 
the grandeur and sublimity of the night scene 
were often beyond description. The vivid hues 
of “ the double headed shot clouds,”’ which rise 
like immense mountains from the water of the 
western horizon, seemed to fade into twilight 
only to give place to a still more beautiful illu- 


The strangest of all the modes in which the | 


quickened—the bustle of preparation attract- 
ed the attention of every one, and in a few mo- 
ments we were bounding along at the rate of 
ten miles an hour, over waves sparkling in the 
clear moonshine, but the “ lightning of the 
waters” had ceased. I have always regretted 
that I did not ascertain by what anima! this 
most singular phenomenon was produced, but 
the wild interest of the scene banished every 
thought of the kind. In the course of the night 
we passed through several beds of the salpa, 
and it is very probable that the flashes were 
produced by these little creatures, induced, by 
a wonderful instinct, to act in concert for some 
inscrutable purpose. 

There are few phenomena in nature which 
have led toa greater diversity of opinion among 
modern men of science, than the luminous ap- 
pearance of the ocean during the night. Some 
have regarded it as the effect of electricity, 
produced by the friction of the waves; others 
as the product of a species of fermentation in 
the water, occurring accidentally in certain 
places. Many have attributed it to the well 
known phosphorescence of putrid fish, or to 
the decomposition of their slime and exuvia, 
and a few only to the real cause—the voluntary 
illumination of many distinct species of marine 
animals, generally analogous to the tribes 
which were described in the former numbers 
of these Reminiscences. Even those authors 
who have acknowledged the agency of animal 
life in producing this wonderful appearance, 
have been in a manner compelled, by its uni- 
versality, and by the almost incredible multi- 
plication of beings which it infers, to admit 
the probable co-operation of other causes. 

My own observation has led to the conclu- 
sion, that the phosphorescence of the ocean is 


phosphorescence of the ocean is exhibited, | due solely to the peculiar instinct of the mol- 


was witnessed near the island of ‘Tristan 
D’Acunha, under circumstances too impres- 
sive to be forgotten. 

The night was dark and damp, and the 


luscw, and some genera of the crustacex. 
The electrical hypothesis is certainly falla- 


cious, for were we even to grant the possibili- 


ty of producing an electric light in an agitated 


breeze too light to steady the vessel. She roll-| fluid, which is itself an imperfect conductor, 
ed heavily over the waves, making it difficult|similar to that occasioned by the attrition of 


for a landsman to walk the deck. A fog bank, | 


white sugar or glass in the dark, the acknow- 





which hung around the northern horizon at sun-|ledged physical Jaw, that like causes produce 
set, now swept slowly down towards us. The/|like effects, would lead us to expect an uni- 
captain ordered the light sails furled in expec-| form diffusion of the phosphorescence over a 
tation of a squall, and we stood leaning toge-| considerable extent of water under the same 
ther over the rail, watching the mist, which} latitude and longitude; but this is not the case. 
approached more and more rapidly, till it re-| A ship will often be enveloped for a few mo- 
sembled, in the increasing darkness, an im-| ments in so bright an illumination that a book 
mense wall extending from the water to the| may be read upon the deck, and at the next 
clouds, and seemed threatening to crush us be-| instant she may be involved in almost total 
neath it. Just at this moment, a flash, like a| darkness. Again, electricity is eliminated with 
broad sheet of lightning, spread itself over the| the greatest facility in a cold and dry atmo- 
surface of the ocean as far as the eye could|sphere; but the phosphorescence of the ocean 
reach—five or six times, at intervals of a few|is most considerable in tropical climates, nor 
seconds, the flash was repeated, and then the}is it diminished by storms or rain. The sup- 
vessel was enveloped in the fog. The breeze| position of a fermentation of the surface is 
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_ 
equally unsatisfactory, for such a process would 


Jead to an equable diffusion of light over the 
whole space in which it acted. But the lu- 
minous matter is almost always seen in distinct 
masses or particles; and the few exceptions 
to this rule which have been observed, do not 
admit of an explanation according to the known 
effects of fermentation. The light eliminated 
by putrid fish furnishes a more plausible theory, 
but the very wide extent of the illumination, is, 
of itself, sufficient to prove its incorrectness. 
It has been already shown to what an incalcu- 
Jable amount the living inhabitants of the ocean 
increase, but the reverse is true of the dead.| 
The air and the water swarm with innumer- 
able depurators, who devour every thing that 
dies, whether beneath the surface or upon it. 
The albatross, the stormy petrel, the Cape 
pigeon, some of the gulls, and other marine 
fowls, which are constantly soaring by thou-| 
sands over every sea, seize upon all unpro- 
tected animals, dead or living, which remain} 
within their reach. The three former birds 
will follow the ship for days during calm| 
weather, to share the offals thrown over by the 
cook; and so ravenous js their appetite, that| 
they are frequently caught with the hook and 
line baited with meat, and trolled in the wake! 
of the vessel. I have frequently seen them) 
bathing their feathers in the grease which| 





skimming it up with their spoon-shaped bills! 


FOR THE FRIEND. 
DR. SAMUEL EMLEN, JR. 
(Continued from page 9.) 


The diary is continued at short intervals to 
within a few days of his last illness, and we 
vave extracted, chiefly from the early part, 
enough to convey a distinct idea of the careful 
walking, the distrust of his own attainments, 
the depth of religious feeling, the constant 
struggle with the world and the flesh, by which 
it is characterized. ; 

‘** Ist mo. 2d, 1823, very little that was good 
experienced this day at meeting, (5th day,) 
had much to struggle with to keep the enemy 
from having entire possession of my weak and 
wandering mind. Lord! thou knowest my 
desire; be pleased in thy own time to speak 
peace to my poor tried soul. Oh! the diffi- 
culty of watching and keeping a guard over 
my irritable temper, and silencing the frivo- 
lous thoughts that perpetually spring up, and 
rob the mind of all spiritual strength and reli- 
gious feeling ! 


“ 3d. Overwhelmed with condemnation for a| nothine in his vinevard: 
misspent day. Oh! the deceitfulness of the hu-|¢an bear ? 
all things and des-| suffering J 


man heart, deceitful above g 
perately wicked! Dare I ask, O Lord! 


mercy, for forgiveness ? 


do often feel as if I never should be able. My 
mind seems so easily arrested when attempting 
to fix itself upon good, that I am ready often 
to give out, and conclude his assisting hand is 
withdrawn and his face hid. Dare I say, I do, 
however, still fee] at times thankful for a good 
desire ; I long to be worthy of being his ser- 
vant, to have my sins forgiven, and to be at 
peace? If | know my own heart, I do really, in 
the midst of my lukewarmness and my slothful- 
ness, often desire at least to be better and to 
make progress in the work of reformation. Oh! 
what a change is wanting! Gracious Being, 
thou hast followed me long, and offered me thy 
mercy oftener than the returning day; and [ 
have done nothing but rebel against thee! Oh! 
help me out of this state of darkness, doubt and 
death! 

** 3d mo. 6th. This day I am thirty-four years 
of age. It has been associated with some so- 
lemn reflections on the rapidity with which the 
days and years pass away. But when these 
fleeting days pass unimproved, and we live as 
it were without God in the world, having done 
yard ; all this reflection who 

I feel the condemnation of a long 
ather of mercies on my whole life! 


for|Qh! that his grace would assist me to humble 
I have proved myself myself, as in the dust, where I might feel a ca- 


ashamed of the cross, and failed in a resolution pacity to ask for help. I have of late felt very 
floats around the refuse of the camboose, and| ‘© @ppear ope nly on the side of the great ex-|jittle of the presence of the Prince of peace ; 


emplar of self-denial. 


ry’ - . a 7 p 
hou condemnest me, | something hinders. I feel my mind impure, my 


; ° ° ’ | soca Say} ot © © > . ’ ° 2 > “ 
with every demonstration of pleasure. ‘Those | blessed Saviour! Oh, grant that the enemy | desires unholy, oftentimes. Yet, I humbly trust, 
bodies that sink by their gravity fall a prey to} May never thus overcome me again and destroy |{ long with a sincere craving at times to be 


the fish, and those that are too minute to @t-| 


tract the attention of the larger animals, are 
speedily devoured by the mollusce. ‘Thus the} 
waters are preserved in a high degree of puri-| 
ty, and probably there does not remain suffi-| 





rater to render luminous a cubic yard. 


my peace! 


with the Comforter, to serve him, to take up my 


‘¢ 4th. A precious qualification was this day|cross daily and follow him; but I feel that [ 


experienced, to pour forth a sincere desire to|have learned no such lesson yet. 


I fear at 


be redeemed from the lusts and vanities of this|times I am mocking him, and adding daily to 


world. 


But that sincere heartfelt prayer is yet | my condemnation—I feel so little of love, so 
cient putrescent matter in a cubic league of| wanting, which can, with the help of divine 
In| grace, create a clean mind and renew a right 
passing over an extent of ocean greater than| spirit within me. Oh! that the Almighty would 


little of any thing like devotion. 
* 3d mo. 7th. Who can abide the day of his 
‘coming? I have feared I should not. But I 





the whole circumference of the earth, | did| prepare me, a vile creature, for his service, that | have felt a confident faith that true peace is at- 


not see a single dead animal of any kind. 

The purpose for which this phosphorescence 
is designed, is lost in conjecture; but when we 
recollect that fish are attracted to the net by the 
lights of the fishermen, and that many of the 
marine shells will leave their native element to 
craw! around a fire built upon the beach, are 
we not warranted in supposing that the animals 
of which we have been speaking, are provided 
with their luminous properties, in order to en- 
tice their prey within their grasp ? 

In quitting the subject of the minute animals 
of the ocean, [ should not neglect to refer the 


curious to three engravings in the volume of 


ylates to the Voyage aux ‘Terres Australes, by 
I yag } 


Peron and Lesueur, where may be seen the 
happiest efforts of the pencil in delineating 
The work e . 
is contained in the Philadelphia library, and|late my spiritual life with pious writings; but|the Father and the 
; | that heavenly grace which sanctifies all, I can-|evinced by good works. 


some of these interesting beings. 


will amply repay the trouble of a visit. 





Not folded arms, and slackness of the mind, 

Can promise for the safety of mankind : 

None are supinely good: through care and pain, 

And various toils, the steep ascent we gain. 

This is the scene of combat, not of rest, 

Man’s is laborious happiness at best ; 

On this side death his dangers never cease, 

His joys are joys of conquest, crown’d with peace. 
Young. 








{ might yet do something for his honour! 


“ 5th. First day of the week ; with hard strug- 


tainable in Christ Jesus. Oh! the littleness of 
| self! The humble child-like state in which alone 


vling against the enemy, was permitted to have |he comes to teach us of his ways, how hard to 


a few crumbs. 
ritually dead. 


“6th. Can hardly say my heart has to-day 
I have felt a fear that I 
did not possess that love for the Saviour, which 


even aimed at good. 


In the afternoon meeting, spi-| flesh and blood! Lord, enable me to cast down 


allatthy feet. So many years of separation, so 
many days of rebellion to the known will of a 
gracious Saviour—ah! this is enough to keep 
us long wrestling without the blessing. Oh that 


would entitle me to the name of a Christian; -I|my soul could say with sincere reverence and 


am yet very far from being a follower of Christ. 
Oh! earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the 


Lord! 


“ 7th. Was engaged, in great dejection and 
!|most part covered my spirit. Oh! that I could 
what coldness, what a want of holy fervour in lresist the ever tormenting enemy of my peace ! 
all my feeble attempts to pray! Iam indeed un- 


despondency, to ask this morning for help. Oh 


love, Lord, thy will be done! 

‘¢ 11th. I feel myself very worthless : some 
little evidence of thirsting after living water has 
been experienced, but great poverty has for the 





| 


‘© 14th. Time much taken up with the world 


worthy of being heard, hardened sinner that I}and its cares. I seem often to have rise up in 
am. I pick up religious books, I strive to stimu-|the mind a desire for faith founded in love of 


Son, and that this may be 
But | am slothful; I 


| not command ; all is death, all my efforts seem |do not enough labour for the blessing ; my se- 


| powerless. 
| to perish in this winter season of my soul! 


“ 25th. Such is procrastination. A long time | maketh not haste.’ 


O Lord! permit me not utterly jcret desires are not encouraged by my own 


lefforts and resolution. “ He that believeth 
I have been almost ready 


has passed without my complying with the re-|to conclude that I even dare not consider my- 
solution taken up at the first of the year, to|self a believer; such poverty, clouds, and dark- 


|make a daily record of my spiritual progress. |ness, rest upon me, I can see no way out. 





| fear Lam wrong in using the word; I dare 
not say I have as yet made any progress, and I |ing for want of a better preparation of heart 


“ 4th mo. 3d. Fifth day, a poor repast at meet- 
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before going, and a vigilant guard placed upon} has been long absent, I do long to be helped) of the sum she needed to buy hera candle. I 
. oT 

the intrusions of the enemy when there. Some by his holy protecting arm. 

precious feelings were experienced, and I de-| (To be continued.) 

sire to feel thankful that all is not darkness, and | 

that I am favoured to desire good. 


| entered a little farther into conversation with 
| her respecting the intercession of the virgin. 
| L found her fully persuaded of her intercessory 
\influence ; and she seemed to be perfectly ig- 


—>_—_ 


IDOLATRY IN SPANISH AMERICA. 


“12th. It is thus time passes, and [am not| Phe following melancholy picture of mental | 


gathered ! : ._|darkness and degradation, is contained in the 
“ 6th mo. 2d. I fear I can gain nothing by this report of the agent of the British and Foreign 


record. It does indeed compel the scattered Bible Society, in his tour through Mexico. He 


thoughts to unite in a review of the day, and | writes from San Juan de los Lagos. December 
draws upon me confusion of face and an ab-| 444), 1997 


horrence of myself, but humility is a virtue not] Jyow strong is the resemblance between 
g > 
yet learned. : . |the superstition of these poor misguided hea- 
697 9 > j . 2@ > eg e ‘ : e 
ith mo. 21st. An anxious desire felt this thens, who bear the name of Christians, and | 
morning to get out of the bondage of sin and the rites of the Pagan nations of tropical Asia! 
. rr > “ ; . - . = . 
transgression. The world and its cares in-|"The first question which was asked the mis- 
truded and soon usurped the pre-eminence. sionarv in this region of darkness, was, if he 
« 30th. What can change my obdurated heart? had the whole works of Voltaire. In the same 
Must it be, grac — Be ing, afiliction ? Lord, I country he found many serious inquiring minds, 
desire the state of mind which can truly utter, numbers who were anxious to possess and to 


thy will be done. read the Bible, and it is to be hoped that he 
has left impressions, which may be lasting and 
fruitful of good. 

“ The virgin Mary, I have said, is devoutly 
worshipped in this place. ‘This is truly the} 
case. Nota few of those who annually attend | 
the fair here, come expressly to pay some vow | 
made to the virgin in the time of their sickness | 
or other distress, ‘These vows consist of mo-| 
ney, which they promise to pay to the virgin in| 
case of her restoring them to health, or bring-| 
ing them out of their difficulties. The vows| 
of others consist in presenting candles to the} 
virgin, and other things. Others again come 
to perform penance, by going to her altar on| 
their knees from a considerable distance. 1) 
went to the church several times, and always| 





















“ 9th mo. 15th. Have had a hittle revival of re- 
ligious desires, after a long night of coldness 
and forgetfulness. O Lord! furnish me with 
thy heavenly grace or I shall perish. 

“11th mo. 8th. I ama poor worthless crea- 
ture, and nothing but the holy religion of Jesus 
Christ can make me otherwise. Oh! the le- 
thargy and slowness of belief! Do thou away 
my unbelief, O Lord! I hope I desire sincerely 
a change of heart, but how much do I want 
that pure love and faith which will keep me 
to it! 

“ 15th. What misspent time, what an awful 
reckoning must be made! my meetings have 
been poor and lifeless. But, blessed be my 
Lord and master! I have at times hope that 


norant as to there being any other mediator. I 
endeavoured to show her that Jesus Christ 
was the only and the true Mediator, and that 
through him we should come unto God. * Who 
was it,’ I said, *‘ who died for us? Was it 
the virgin Mary or Jesus Christ”? ‘ It was 
Jesus Christ,’ she replied. ‘Then, | returned, 
* through Jesus Christ it is that we ought to ask 
the forgiveness of our sins, and whatever other 
blessings we stand in need of.” The New ‘Tes- 
tament was lying before me, and taking it up, 
I said, * This is the book to guide us aright in 
these matters. Here it is we are told the true 
way of coming to God, and of obtaining bless- 
ings from him.’ I opened the book, and to 
give her confidence in what I was afterwards to 
read, | read to her, in the first place, what 1s 
said in the first chapter of Luke respecting the 
virgin Mary. Ithen read the last three verses 
of the eleventh chapter of Matthew, and drew 
her attention to the words of Jesus, desiring 
all who were weary and heavy laden to come 
unto him, and that he would give them rest. 
She was at a loss what to say, and very likely 
never heard such things brought forward be- 
fore. ‘There was a man present during this 
conversation, who was also a worshipper of the 
virgin. He, likewise, was ata loss what reply 
to make to the subject brought before him. 
This man stated what the virgin said when she 
made her first appearance here. fer words 
were, ‘ Happy are the just,’ and ‘ love God ;’ 


peace and joy in the Holy Ghost will yet be ex- 
perienced; I am desirous of it, | long for it, and 
this I trust is encouragement. I have indeed 
at times, (though in the general greatly de- 
serted,) felt a solacing regard of the great 
Head of the church. 

« 12th mo. 29th. The year draws to a close ; 
Oh! how rigid should be the scrutiny into my 
heart! Iam afraid [ have gained nothing, but I 
hope I can call my Redeemer to witness that 
I long to be worthy of his service ; and I trust 
I have, notwithstanding my unfaithfulness, my 
leanness and my poverty, received some con- 
soling evidence that he is waiting to be gra- 
cious, if I do but struggle for the blessing. 

“« 1$24. Istmo. 18th. There is no peace for 
the wicked. I have reason to bless the Lord for 
many favours, for many worldly blessings in- 
deed ; and I trust Lean say I feel thankful that, 
though very unfaithful, very poor and discou- 
raged for the most part, yet my soul has a sure 
witness still present every day, that the Holy 
One hath not forsaken me. Iam not left with- 
out hope; this is an unmerited mercy. 

* 24th. There is nothing more evident to my 
mind, than that there is a redeeming power 


Ps 
which can and will cleanse the heart. if we do 


our part. 
our side. 

‘* 5th. mo. 26th. Stull darkness and gloom 
overhang me, 
for help. 

* 5th mo. 30th. First day. The heavenly 
Comforter afforded me to-day a portion of his 
divine grace. Oh! it was a renewal of what 


But, oh! the weakness there is on 


I have no power even to pray 








These words 
\furnished a very suitable text to speak from, 
to the altar. Many of these individuals carry |204 which I endeavoured to explain. The 
candies ia: theix bavlie, which thet exe shout 01 T°™ mentioned that the virgin, who inhabits 
present in fulfilment of their vows. When they| the temple here called the sanctuary, disappears 
cet near to the altar they light there their offer-|t times during the night, and that at these 
ings, and continue on theie knees with the she is visiting and relieving those who 
lighted candle in their hands. Some very de. | have devoutly applied to her. Of such nee- 
vout ones will, perhaps, waste a candle at a sit-| urna excursions she was fully persuaded, and 
ting ; but others, when tired, leave their candles| #!s°_ of the benevolent errands on which the 
till another occasion, and return again and| tS!" went at such times. 
again to their candlestick-work. Nota few of| “ The celebrity of her temple here arises 
these devotees, who are mostly women, come) from a miracle-working image of herself, of 
from a considerable distance. They beg their| about a foot long, which was discovered in this 
way hither, they beg their candle, or other of-| formerly unknown and neglected spot. This 
fering when they arrive, and they beg their| happened about a century and a half ago; and 
way home again. the wondrous things that have been done by 
* On the afternoon of the fifth, a woman|this image since that time to this, volumes 
called and begged me to give her a haco, a} would hardly do justice to. The first thing this 
small coin about the value of a halfpenny. She|image did, and by which it got a name to itself, 
had three of these coins in her hand, and said| was the restoring to life a little girl, the daugh- 
she only wanted one more to enable her to fulfil| ter of a rope-dancer, who had been killed whilst 
her vow to the virgin Mary. I inquired of her|learning her father’s arts. At that time the 
from what place she had come, and what was| image, which is of wood, was in a pitiful con- 
the nature of her vow. She came, she said,| dition, the moths having made sad devastations 
from a place nine days’ journey to the west of|on its face, which had nearly disappeared. The 
this, and her object in coming was to fulfil a|rope-dancer, full of gratitude, begged the priest 
vow she made to the virgin Mary when she|of the little chapel here to let him carry the 
was ill of a fever some time ago, in which she|image to Guadalajara to get it put to rights, as 
promised, that if the virgin would restore her} it was a pity, he said, that so powerful an image 
to health, she would make a pilgrimage to her| 
sanctuary in this town, and would offer to her| priest gave him permission, and the man car- 
a candle of the value of twopence. She had,|ried it with him. At the place where he stopped 
accordingly, come here in fulfilment of her|the first night, on his way to Guadalajara, soon 
vow, and she had already obtained three-fourths | after he had taken some refreshment, two men 


: ; }and she has never spoken since. 
saw a number doing penance in this way, by ’ ~ I 


moving onwards on their knees until they came 


| 
| 


should be in such a forlorn condition. The 
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knocked at the door. and wished to know if the | 
persons within had any images to mend, as} s 
unage-mending was their occupation. The} 
man rejoiced in this early opportunity of doing | 
what he so much wished to do, and thanked | 
the virgin for this favour. He gave the image} 
to the men, and very early next morning the y | 
returned the same image, and put to rights} 
ina most beautiful manner. The man not being| 
yet out of bed, requested the image-mende | 
to wait till he should get up to pay them for 
what they had done, and to thank them for 
having done it so well and so quickly. When! 
he arose the men were gone, and on making | 
inquiry, he could learn nothing of them, and | 
nobody had seen them. In short, they were) 
angels! You may well suppose what additional 
celebrity this circumstance would give to the 
image of our lady. It was forthwith brought 
back to this town, was suitably clothed, and 
erected in a proper place. 

* If you will not believe all I have told you) 
upon this subject, I can only refer you to a 
book, which the priest of f the virgin’s temple | 
here put into my hands to instruct me fully in 
the matter, in answer to the inquiries | made | 
as to when this image made its first appearance, | 
and what it had done. Further, when you| 
come here you will have proofs ocular, as many | 
as you Wish, hung and strung in a proper place} 
in the church, as testimonies of all that has) 
been dene. 

‘'l'o be more serious upen this subject, the] 
virgin Marvy is the goddess of this country. 
What I have told you above of this wonder- 
working image is firmly believed by a very 
great majority of the inli tbitants of this quarter, 
and for more than a hundred miles around. 
Besides this image of the virgin, there are two 
or three other images in other parts of the 
country, whose fame and power are, perhaps, 
yet more extensive In the eyes of this pe ople. 
In viewing the devotion pi tid to the virgin here, 
I was forcibly reminded of what is said in the 
nineteenth chapter of the Acts, how that the 
city of the i’;phesians Was a worshipper of the 


a 
| 


vreat goddess Diana, and of the image which 
fell down from Jupiter.” 
—~——— 


TILE ASSASSINS OR ISMAILIANS OF 
PERSIA. 


ontinued from page > 


“Adi tier of the means by which the chief of, 
the Assassins succeeded in infusing this spirit 


of strong faith and devotion into his followers, | 


forms an interesting chapter in the history of 
man. It might seem incredible, did not expe- 
rience abundantly prove it, that the human 
mind could ever be brought to believe, or act 


on the most unfounded and irrational opinions ;| 


but those who reflect on the follies of the dis- 
ciples of the various fanatics and impostors 
who have deluded mankind, will cease to be 


bees contrived to instil into his followers, the 


pe rsuasion that he could dispose of the man-| most solemnly never to impart his doubts to 
sions of eternal bliss. It is not undeserving of| any but his superior, and blindly to obey hun 


remark, that the two powers who waged war) 
simultaneously against Islam, the Christians of | 
the west, and the Assassins of the east, were 
both stimulated by their spiritual heads ¥ ith! 


veller, and an Arabian author, relate, that there 


| the faithful, and contrived to administer to him 


,tendants were at hand to invite him to every 


| consisting of seven heads, which our author re- 
|gards as the proper breviary of the order. The 


\inclinations. The third instructed to puzzle 
, them by doubts and questions on the precepts 
surprised at the blind devotion of the Fedavee. | 


Even in our own days the chief of the Waha-| The fourth imposed the Ahd, the oath of si- 





the same motives. Those who fell in the cru- 
sade were pronounced by the pope to be 
martyrs, and entitled to the kingdom of hea- 
ven; and to the Fedavee who fell in executing 
'the mandates of his superior, the gates of pa- 
radise unfolded, and he entered into the enjoy- 
ment of the ivory palace, the silken robe, and 
the black-eyed houries.”” It would perhaps be 
unnecessary to look beyond this known quality 
of the human mind, to account for the blind 
devotion and contempt of life of these odious 
sectaries ; but Marco Polo the Venetian tra- 


example of the great and powerful. The sixth, 
Tesees, merely went over again what had pre- 
ceded, to confirm and strengthen the pupil 
therein. The serenth and last, ‘Teevil, the al- 
legorical instructions, closed the course. This 
taught to neglect the plain sense, and seek an 
allegorical one in the Koran; and it formed 
the essence of the secret doctrine. This sys- 
tem has frequently been applied to the Bible as 
well as to the Koran, and its powers in ex- 
plaining away articles of faith, and precepts 
of moral duty, can easily be conceived. This 
higher knowledge was confined to a very few; 
the great majority of the members was straitly 
curbed by the positive precepts of Islam. 












































was at Alamoot, and also at Masiat in Syria, 
a delicious garden, abounding with every thing 
that ingenuity could devise to delight the senses 
and give rapture to the mind. When the chief 
observed a youth distinguished for strength and 
resolution, he invited him to a banquet, con- 
versed with him on the happiness reserved for 


‘ Thus constituted, the power of the order 
began to display itself. By force or by trea- 
chery, the castles or hill- forts of Persia fell one 
after another into their hands. A bloody pe- 
riod ensued ; the doctors of the law excommu- 
nicated the adherents of Hassan, and the sultan, 
Melek Shah, directed his generals to reduce 
their fortresses ; the daggers of the Assassins 
were displayed against the swords of the or- 
thodox ; and the first victim to Hassan’s revenge 
was the great and good Nizam-ul-mulk, who 
fell by the dagger of a Fedavee. His deatl: 
was followed by that of his master, not without 
strong suspicion of poison. ‘ The governmeifits 
were arrayed in open enmity against the order, 
and heads fell like an abundant harvest beneath 
the two-fold sickle of the dagger of assassina- 
tion and the sword of justice.’ 

“ Simultaneously with the Crusaders, the 
Assassins appeare “din Syria, and by means of 
Riswan, prince of Aleppo, ac quired fortresses 
in that country. In Syria, as in Persia, they 
were persecuted and massacred; and there 
also the dagger amply avenged those who fell 
by the sword. In Persia, after a protracted 
contest, a dagger planted opportunely on the 
ground at sultan Sanjer’s head, reminded him 
of the danger of continued enmity, and peace 
was established between, the Seljucide sultan 
and the sheikh of Alamoot. ‘The Ismailites 
agreed on their part to add no more works to 
their forts, to purchase no arms or military ma- 
chines, and to make no more proselytes ; and 
the sultan released them from all taxes in the 
district of Kudhoo ; and assigned them a por- 
tion of the revenues of the territory of Koomees 
as an annual pension. 

“After a reign of five-and-thirty years, Has- 
san Sabah saw his power extended over a great 
part of the Mohammedan world. Three grand 
missionaries presided over the three provinces 
of Jebal, Cuhistan, and Syria; while, from his 
chamber at Alamoot, (which apartment he left 
but twice during his long reign.) Hassan di- 
rected the operations of his followers, and oc- 
cupied his leisure in drawing up rules and 
regulations for the Order. He died at a very 
great age, leaving no children; for he had put 


an intoxicating draught. While insensible, he 
was conveyed to this earthly elysium, and there 
awakened by the application of vinegar. At- 


pleasure, and obey him in all his wishes. After 
being allowed to take his fill of enjoyments, and 
nature was yielding to exhaustion, another in- 
toxicating draught was given him, and he was 
removed to the palace of the chief. The scene 
remained for ever afterwards in his imagination 
like some delightful vision, and being assured 
that such was the bliss reserved for the obedient 
followers of the [maum, he panted for the hour 
of death, that he might again be translated to 
‘these blissful regions. Some writers, however, 
suppose, that this story of the garden was not 
intended to represent a reality, but only the 
visions excited in the mind of a votary by the 
draught he had swallowed. 

Let us now take a view of the society as 
constituted by Hassan Sabah. The mystic num- 
ber seven appeared every where. They ac- 
knowledged seren Imaums; the degrees were 
seren, viz. the Sheikh, the Dai-al-kebir, or 
chief of the Dais, the Dai, the Refeek, the Fe- 
davee, the Laseek or aspirants, and the Pro- 
fane or the common people. For the use of 
the Dais, Hassan drew up a particular rule 


first head, called Ashinai-risk, or knowledge of 
their calling, contained the maxims of the re- 
quisite knowledge of human nature for the se- 
lection of the subjects for initiation, and to this 
belonged the numerous proverbs and dark say- 
ings, which were current among the Dais, as 
formerly among the Pythagoreans, and since 
among the Jesuits. ‘The second rule, called 
leenees, gaining of confidence, taught to gain 
the candidates by flattering their passions and 


of religion, and the absurdities of the Koran. 


lence and obedience ; and the candidate swore} some trifling precept of the Koran.” 


Iie appointed the Dai Keah Buzoorg to 
sueceed him, between whom and the Selju- 
in all things. The Jifth rule, ‘Tedlees, taught| cides there was a renewal of hostilities, and 
the candidates that their opinions coincided} Alamoot, for a time, fell into the hands of Sul- 
' with those of the greatest men in church and|tan Mahmoud. At this period occurred the 
state. This was done to entice them by the! first connection between the Crusaders and 


his two sons to death—one for the crime of 
murder, and the other for the transgression of 
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the Assassins in Syria. Abool Wefa, the Is-| tenets of the Order, have scarcely a recollec- 
mailite Dai-al-kebir, was also chief judge of| tion of the bloody part it once enacted on the 
Damascus, and he entered into a treaty with) theatre of the world.” 


Baldwin Il. king of Jerusalem, by which he 
engaged to deliver the gates of the city red 
the hands of the Christians. ‘This enterprize 
of treachery, the offspring of so unhallowed| 
an union, failed; the prince of Damascus got) 
timely information of the plot; the vizier, the! 
wreat friend and protector of the Assassins, Was) 
put to death, and an indiscriminate massacre | 
of these fanatics ordered, to which six thousand| 
fell victims. All that the Christians acquired| 
was the castle of Banias, the strongest hold at} 
that time of the Assassins in Syria; but this| 
event occurring at the same time with the loss 
of Alamoot, the Ismailite power in Persia and 
in Syria was shaken to its foundation. “ But 
the hydra was not thus to be slain; the house 
of Seljuk was soon glad to agree to terms of 
peace; the Syrian fortresses were again re-| 
covered. In the reign of Keah Buzoorg, the| 
daggers of the Order were first imbued in the 


sacred blood of the successors of the prophet; and visible manifestation.” 
and a caliph of Bagdad, and, notwithstanding | apostle repeats the same important doctrine 


his descent from Ismail, another of Cairo 
were the victims.” 

Our limits will not allow us to enter into any 
detail of the subsequent history of the Assas- 
sins, although it abounds with interesting par- 
ticulars. ‘lhe government of the Order was 
continued under half a dozen chieftains, de- 
scendants of Keah Buzoorg. [For many 
years the dagger was brandished against the 


victims, amongst the latter, the most illus- 
trious was Conrad, marquis of Montserrat. 
The death of this gallant 
ever leave a stain upon the memory of Rich- 
ard Ceeur de Lion, against whom the evi- 
dence is so strong, that almost all writers agree 
in ascribing to him the promotion of the mur- 
der. It must be admitted, however, that the 
testimony is not entirely conclusive, and we 
may, therefore, be allowed to hope that he was 
not the real author of a deed so inconsistent 
with his general character. But the repose of 
Asia was not always to be disturbed by the 
bold fanaticism of this detestable race. The 
great Saladin, whose life the dagger had more 
than once assailed, would have thoroughly ex- 
tirpated them, had not the prince of Hamar 
interceded, and engaged that he should never 
again® be in danger from their attacks. This 
promise was faithfully kept, and during the re- 
maining fifleen years of the sultan’s reign, 
friendship subsisted between him and the As- 
At length, by the entreaties of the 
caliph of Bagdad and of the judge of Casveen, 


sassins. 


knight will for|« ye 


sheikhs of Alamoot had maintained their reign 
among the hills to the south of the Caspian, 
the terror and the scourge of Asia. ‘Their 
horrid practices accorded well with their 
abominable principles; and if we could ever 
approve of the exercise of the sword, it would 
surely be when applied to the destruction of a 
race like these, whose very name has been 
adopted, in all the languages of Europe, to 
signify one of the basest and most odious of 
crimes. Q. 
scl 
ELISHA BATES AND THE BEREAN. 
(Continued from page 14.) 

It is asked, whose blood was here intended, by 
which we are justified? Certainly it cannot be de- 
nied,that it was the blood of Christ, unless the whole 
order and meaning of language be perverted. And 


| the Berean himself has given this as an instance, in 


which the term Christ is applied “ to the outward 
But this is not all—the 
“we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son.” 
This related to the outward manifestation—and es- 
tablishes, beyond all contradiction, the propitiatory 
nature of the death of our Lord Jesus Christ on the 
cross. 

The second meaning of the term Christ, as ex- 





| plained by the Berean, is the Holy Spirit, or the Spi- 


rit of Truth, which, he says, was given “by Jesus 
himself, John xiv. 17 to 28; and by the apostles: 
Rom. viii. 10—Gal. ii. 20.—iv. 19,” &e. On refer- 


ring to the 14th chapter of John, to discover in what |is he that condemneth? 
Moslems and the Christian crusaders, of whose | manner of construction this application is made to}7ather that is risen again, who i even al the right 
the Holy Spirit by Jesus himself, it will be found that 


the term Christ does not occur in the whole chapter. 
The 28th verse, to which the Berean refers, is this: 


j and come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would 
| rejoice because [ said | go unto the Father, for my 
| Father is greater than J.” Let it be remembered, 
| that the concluding part of this quotation, “ my Fa- 
| ther is greater than I,” is much used by the Berean 
against the proper divinity of Christ. And as that 
| writer, in the case before us, construes this very pass- 
}age as applied to the Holy Spirit—it must be un- 
derstood that the Father is greater than the Holy 


| Spirit—and then, all their arguments on this ground | 


against the proper divinity of Christ, wil! be fairly 
explained by this writer to be against the proper di- 
vinity of the Holy Spirit. 

On recurring to the seventeenth verse, it will be 
found, that, to take it without the sixteenth, will evi- 
| dently injure the sense of the passage: taken toge- 
ther, they stand thus: “ And I will pray the Father, 
and he will give you another Comforter, that he may 
abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of Truth; 
|whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth 
him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; 
for he dwelleth with you, and shall bein you.” Other 
parts of that chapter deserve to be remembered. In 
that discourse of the Lord Jesus to his disciples be- 
fore he suffered, there is a body of evidence in sup- 


the mighty Mangoo Khan, the conqueror of port of his proper divinity, which never can be ex- 


Asia, was induced to give orders for their ex- 
termination. All their strong holds in Persia 
were soon reduced; and an order having been 
given for their indiscriminate massacre, they 
fell by thousands beneath the sword of the 
Moguls and Tartars. “ Fourteen years after, 
the Syrian branch was destroyed by Bibars, 
the great Mameluke sultan; and though the 
sect, like the Jesuits, still clung together, in 
the hopes of once more attaining to power, the 
opportunity never offered; and the merchants 


plained away. “ Let not your heart be troubled,” 
says he,“ ye believe in God, believe also in me.” 
“ If a man love me, he will keep my words, and my 
Father will love him, and we will come unto him 
and make our abode with him.” v.23. “ But the 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Fa- 
ther will send in my name, he shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your remembrance 
whatsoever J have said unto you.” y. 26. “ But 
when the Comforter is come, whom J will send unto 
you from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth, which 
proceedeth from the Father, He shall testify of me.” 
xv. 26. * Nevertheless, I tell you the truth, it is ex- 
pedient for you that I go away; for if I go not away, 


and peasants, who still hold the speculative| the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I de- 


For more than a century and a half, 


| 
| 
} 


have heard how | said unto you, 1 go away,} 


part, I will send him unto you.” xvi.7. “ Howbeit, 
when he, the Spirit of Truth, is come, he will guide 
you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himse/ 
but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak; 
and he will show you things to come, he shall glorify 
me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall] show it un- 
to you. All things that the Father hath are mine: 
therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and show 
it unto you.” v. 13, 14, 15. “ These things have I 
spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye shall have tribulation : but be ot good 
cheer; I have overcome the world.” Ib. 33. And in 
his prayer to the Father, which immediately follows, 
he said: “ And now, O Father, glorify thou me, with 
thine own self, with the glory which J had wih thee, 
before the world was.” xvii. 5. 

It was in full accordance with these testimomes, 
that George Fox, R. Barclay and others, repeatedly 
declared * The holy Scriptures proceedeth trom the 
Father and the Son.” Doctrinals, p. 751 


W orks, p- 745. 


On referring to Romans eighth, we shall see whe- 
ther the apostle intended to use the “term Christ” as 
applied to the Holy Spirit, without reference to Je- 
sus who was crucified for us. And here again it will 
be proper to take a little more of the apostolic testi- 
mony than the Berean has thought proper to rel 
to. 

The apostle, after bringing into view the weakness 
of the law, and the goodness of “ God, [in| sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh” for the 
redemption of man, testifies : * Now, if any man have 
And if 
Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; 
but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. But 
if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the 


, Barclay’s 


not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 


| dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the 
jdead shall also quicken your mortal 


bodies by h $ 
Spirit that dwelleth in you.” vy. 9, 10,11. To which 
| will add the 34th verse of the same chapter. Who 
It is Christ that died, yea, 


hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.” 


Thus I might go through the whole catalogue of 
references, and show, that in all there is a distinct 
| reference to the fulness of the chraacter of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, both in his outward and inward appear- 
ance—both in his taking upon him the form of a ser- 
vant, and being made in the likeness of sinful flesh— 
and in the glory which he had with the Father before 
the world was—in his sufferings, death, resurrection, 


ascension, and intercession for us at the right hand of 
God; in his being “ once offered to bear the sins of 


the second time, with- 
out sin unto salvation.” See ix. 28. 


~ 


penis cane in his appearing “ 


The design of this writer, in endeavouring to make 
jhis readers believe “the terms Christ” and Jesus 
eee were variously applied in the New Testament, 


lam induced to think, was to avoid the force of 


| those abundant testimonies which maintain the at- 
tributes and offices of Jesus Christ, and at the same 
time, to use that sacred name in a manner to induce 
|the simple to believe that he did not deny that He 
| who was born of the virgin Mary, and suffered death 
without the gates of Jerusalem, was the * Saviour” 
who should * save his people from their sins.” And 
yet it is clear that he denies to Jesus those attributes 
and offices which belong to Christ. On the ground 
which he takes, | do not see that an absolute denial 
that there ever was such a being as Jesus of Naza- 
reth, would in the least degree 
the divinity of Christ. In order to establish his doc- 
trine, he lays down two propositions in the article 
now under notice. “1. The Saviour of mankind, 
the true Christ, or that power or principle which cre- 
ated all things; which upholds all things, and pre- 
serves, saves, and redeems the human sou! from sin 
and its consequences, prepares and fits it for the hea- 
venly state, is, and has been the same in all ages uf 
the world, is a unit, or undivided, gnd is only an- 
other name for the Spirit of God.” 


affect his doctrine of 


“2. This one God is the Saviour of men,” page 
242. Now in this creed, is there any thing to which 
a deist might not subscribe? Might not a man go the 
whole length of this declaration of belief, and at the 
same time absolutely believe that Jesus of Naza. 
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reth was an impostor, or that the whole account of | | these parts by the assurance, that the charge 


his life, &c. was a forgery ? 


To support these propositions, the writer fills not| 


quite a column with short quotations to prove that 
there is but one God, who is the Redeemer and 
Saviour. 
ing what nobody denies. The question is not whe- 
ther one, or two, or three asediliens could not be 


so framed, as that Christians, Jews, Mohammedans, 


and Deists might admit their truth—but whether 
such propositions can be said to embrace the funda- 
mental doctrines of Christianity. Is it possible that 
the divinity of Christ can be set forth in any form of 
words to which a man might honestly subscribe, and 
at the same time believe that Jesus of Nazareth was 
an impostor—or even deny that there was such a 
man; that the testimonies of the evangelists and 
apostles are all forgeries 

sy pursuing the series of essays of this writer 
against the doctrines of Friends, it will be seen what 
‘ harac ter be assigns the L ord Je ‘sus, L hi 5 I conceive 
the more necessary, as he has laboured indefatigably 
to maintain a particular doctrine—that Jesus was a 
mere fallible man; denies it when charged upon him— 
then plods along in the same old strain of maintain- 
ing the doctrine, and so on. Those who have em- 


braced the doctrine which he so carefully inculcates, 
1 


But all this is perfectly gratuitous—prov- | 


‘and fearful minds by the manifestation of his 


will take no offence at this denial, when they know] 
it is calculated to promote their cause—and he who| 


is not prepared to receive the doctrine itself, may be 
thus thrown off his guard, and induced to pursue the 
train of sophistical reasoning, without discovering the 


result to which it leads him until he actually arrives! 


at it: and all his former scruples against the doctrines 
of infidelity are removed before he is aware of it, 
and while he is persuaded that no attack is intended 
to be made on his Christian principles. 

( To be continued.) 


—_ 
FOR THE FRIEND, 


The perpetual boasting of the separatists re- 
specting their numbers, and the contempt with 
which they speak of the 
the Society of Friends, has become so common 
; In almost 
every Instance where their statements are in- 


as scarcely to excite any attention. 


vestigated, they are found to be so exaggerat- 
ed that little confidence can be placed in them. 


numerical streneth of 


judginent respecting it, and of 


| against Elias Hicks, of unsoundness in prin- 


ciple, was unfounded—that he was an old 
fashioned Quaker preacher, and that he fully 
believed the Christian religion as professed by 
Friends. They had heard of some difficulty in 
the Society, but bei “ing generally ignorant of its 
merits, were disqualified to form a correct 


easily deceived. When the yearly meeting’s 
committee attended that monthly meeting, 
some of the members went to it under very 
discouraging views, expecting that nearly all 
would join the separatists. But the Head of the | 
church was pleased to comfort their doubting 


divine regard, through the ministry of several 
of his servants then attending. By a short tes- 
timony of a woman Friend, the stone seemed 
to be rolled from the well’s mouth, and the 
dispirited flock were affectionately invited to} 
come and drink. The clouds which overhung 


course were 





the spiritual horizon broke asunder, and the 
enlivening beams of the Sun of Righteousness 
animated the humble believer to pursue with 
fresh vigour the path of allotted duty. She was 
followed by another Friend, who opened and 
supported the doctrine of the divinity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ by authority of the holy 


| Scriptures, and declared it to be the doctrine 


We believe that one reason is, they are most-| 


ly founded on mere conjecture, and when any 
attempt is made at enumeration, it is done with 
little certainty, and therefore invariably mis- 
leads. Great disappointment must be felt by 
them since the division has been accomplished 
within New York and Ohio yearly meetings. 
Owing to the incessant la ane of Elias Hicks 
to proselyte the members of his own yearly 
meeting, it was to be aaanl that the es 
portion of his adherents within its himits would 
be very large; it 
body of Friends sthost 


however, found, that a 


to the doctrines and| 


discipline of the Society which is highly re-) 
spectable, both in point of numbers and cha-! 


racter, and which, from late occurrences, ap- 
pears to be increasing. Some of the meetings, 
whose members were supposed to be almost 
exclusively attached to his principles, have, 
since the separation, given proof of the erro- 
caleulations of the Hicksite strength. 
Of this description, we are informed, Bridge- 


neous 


water monthly meeting, belonging to Duanes-! 


The few 
Iriends in it who were known to stand firm 


against the revolutionizing spirit, were almost 
| 


burg quarter, is a striking instance. 


ready to despond of being able to maintain a| 


always held by the Society. Those errors 
which the principal leaders of the separatists 
insidiously propagate, but which some of their 
more artful coadjutors endeavour to conceal, 
were brought into view, and fastened upon 
them, by quotations from their printed dis- 
courses. It was distinctly stated, that, notwith- 
standing they prof ssed to believe in Christ, if 
they would confess their real sentiments, it would| 
be found they denied that he who was born of| 
the virgin Mary, and respecting whom it is de- 
clared, that, * when he bringeth the first be-| 
gotten into the world, he saith, let all the an-| 
gels of God worship him,” is the Saviour of 
men. Instead of acknowledging the Son, to 
whom it is said, “ thy throne, O God, is for 
ever and ever; 





a sceptre of righteousness is} 
the sceptre of thy kingdom,” the separatists 

P ° ' 
declare that the Almighty can never set Jesus 
Christ above us, for, if he did, he would be} 
partial; thereby endeavouring to destroy the| 
divine and glorious character of the Son of 


shining in the heart. ‘This developement of| 
the unbelief of Elias Hicks and his initiated} 
followers, had a very convincing effect upon a 

great number in the meeting, who did not ap-| 
pear to have understood his opinions fully, and 
the various shifts and glosses used to incul- 
cate them. ‘The conviction was rendered still! 
more complete by some remarks of Hugh| 
Judge, who has, unhi .ppily, | in his old age, fal- 

jen in with these errors. He observed that he 

had not heard a word that had been. spoken, 

but felt a great weight of darkness upon his 
spirit; all which, no doubt, was true. He 
then endeavoured to give, what he considered 
to be the sentiments of Friends, making them 
appear very outward in their views; and in or-| 
der to exhibit the spirituality which he had at-} 


the virgin Mary, to be the Saviour; and near 
the close of his speech, said, “ My Saviour 
never was crucified;” thus denying him to be 
the Saviour of whom the apostles 
‘“*we preach Christ crucified ; 
a stumbling 
foolishness; 


declare, 
to the Jews 
block, and unto the Greeks 
but unto them which are eall- 


ed, both Jews and Greeks, C hrist the power of 


God and the wisdom of God.’ 

This so effectually confirmed the observation 
just before made, that if they would confess 
their real sentiments, : would appear they did 
not believe the Lord Jesus was the Saviour, 
that many were struck with astonishment; and 
although a Hicksite, seeing the dilemma in 
which the deaf old man had involved them, en- 
deavoured to weaken the effect, by saying that 
great allowance was to be made for him, as he 
was unable to hear a word, yet such was the 
force of conviction that his attempt utterly 
failed. We can perceive no need of an apo- 
logy for his deafness. We are to suppose he 
spoke his own sentiments, and this he was quite 
as likely to do without hearing, as if he had 
heard those of others. It appears to be one 


of those cases in which the evil intentions of 
mistaken man, are made to confirm instead of 


destroying the truth. 

When the monthly meeting was opened, it 
was proposed that the extracts from the mi- 
nutes of the late yearly meeting should be read, 
and some explanation of the difficulties and di- 
visions which occurred at that meeting, were 
offered for the information of those who had 
not attended it: after hearing the account, a dis- 
position was generally manifested to acknow- 
ledge the authority of the yearly meeting. One 
Hicksite laboured to divert the members from 
their purpose, by some misrepresentations which 
he introduced respecting a meeting in Pennsyl- 
vania, which he asserted was composed of only 
four or five persons, and had disowned sereral 
hundreds ; he called upon the clerk not to lay 
down his pen, for if he did, they would all be 
disowned. But a l’riend being present from that 
state, who was perfectly acquainted with the 
situation of the meeting he had alluded to. 
immediately detected his mis-statement ; and 
showed the very dishonourable means which 
they used to accomplish their purpose, by 
spreading the unfounded charge of an unjust 


}and arbitrary disownment of the separatists, 
God, while they pretend to believe in his light}" 


he clerk, finding that their anticipations had 
failed, remarked that he perceived the monthly 
| meeting was united in receiving the extracts, 
‘but he could not read them nor.act under 
them. A Friend then expressed the hope, that 
he would resign his place, and allow the meet- 
ing to appoint another who would act, which 
he accordingly did, and he, Hugh Judge and 
two or three others of the party, withdrew, leav- 
‘ing the books with Friends, and the meeting to 
conduct its business as a branch of New York 
yearly me veting without further inte rruptic on. 
The women’s meeting had previously informed 
the men that they had read and received the 
extracts—they also held their meeting in quiet- 
ness, but few separating from them. 

The circumstance of this meeting, not only 
affords proof of the erroneous estimate of the 


meeting when a separation should take place. | tained to, he declared in various forms, that he| number of Elias Hicks’ followers, but it holds 
Much pains had been used to mislead many in| did not believe Jesus Christ, who was born of| out encouragement to endeavour to inform and 
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convince those who are not aware of the un- 
soundness of his principles, or of the measures 
which are practised to allure persons into the 
present awful defection. Much good has been 
already done by explanations of the principles 
of Friends, and of transactions which are often 
grossly misrepresented ; and also by the prompt 
exposure of the numerous silly tales without 
any foundation, which are set up to alienate 
the members from the old Society, its disci- 
pline, and faith. We believe it is not a time for 
supineness, or to suffer any discouragement to 
relax our exertions to preserve the Society 
from further defection, or to re-establish the 
unity and order which once so excellently cha- 
racterized it. Zion is called upon to arise and 
shake herself from the dust of the earth, before 
she can put on her beautiful garments. Much 
time may be wasted in unavailing and fruitless 
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acquainted with the proceedings of the seceders, and 
who retain a proper regard for the precepts of the 
gospel. 

But the framers of the epistle seem to have calcu- 
lated largely on the credulity of their readers, to have 
imagined, that any imposition, however gross, could 
be palmed off upon their ignorant devotees, provided 
it was accompanied with a sufficient allowance of so- 
lemn professions, and a bold pretence to infallibility 
and sanctity. One thing is remarkable, the more out- 
rageous the separatists become, and the more shame- 
ful their acts of violence are, the thicker they lay on 
their professions of love, meekness, gentleness, hu- 
mility, and, in short, every Christian virtue. The ne- 
cessily of this is obvious, because the enormity of their 
practice is such, that if there was nothing to disguise 
it, and divert the public attention from dwelling on it, 
they would certainly receive the odium which it so 
justly merits. Hence every successive outrage has 
been accompanied with pretences more and more 
solemn, until, if we were to judge of them by their 
words, we must certainly pronounce them to be very 
saints, the only elect people on earth—the salt which 


lamentations, which ought to be employed in} preserves the human race from total extinction. The 


an honest inquiry after our respective duties, | 


with a disposition to perform them faithfully ;| 


veil however is too thin, the facts are too recent to be 
thus quickly blotted out of remembrance, and are at- 
tested bytoo large a number of substantial witnesses, 


that, putting on strength in the name of the} to be discredited even by the stoutest and most hardy 
Lord, the work of truth and righteousness} denial. 


might be advanced amongst us ; the walls that 
have been broken down, and the gates which 


have been burned with fire, rebuilt, which} 


he who is emphatically styled the Healer of not members of the Society of Friends, who are 


We would, however, call the attention of the se- 
ceders, to the effects which must be produced by 
their use of such solemn language as the epistle 
contains. There are a large number of persons, 


doctrines which are there enforced, and been beguiled 
by the separating spirit which they testify against. 
This brings us at once to the real cause of the sepa- 
ration, and is virtually an acknowledgement on the 
part of the seceders, that they have renounced the 
principles of Friends, and the * excellent order which 
they have hitherto been enabled, in a good degree, 
to maintain.” ‘ Hence, a spirit of strife and discord 
has increased,” and “ the bonds of our religious union 
becoming severed by this desolating spirit,’ “ op- 
pressive measures were pursued by the said party” 
of separatists * with such unceasing zeal,” that they 
finally drove Friends per force from their meeting- 
house, and compelled the yearly meeting to seek 
some other place where they might meet unmolest- 
ed. In speaking of this flagrant act, they say, “ af- 
ter a painful conflict, distressing to every feeling 
mind, it finally resulted in those, called the orthodox 
party, going off, (both men and women,) taking 
their clerks, and the books and papers in their pos- 
session, With them.” There is more truth in this 
part of the epistle than in any other. Their violent 
assault upon the yearly meeting, and the personal 
injuries inflicted by them upon Friends, may well 
be styled * a painful conflict ;” and it must be * dis- 
tressing to every feeling mind,” that men could be 
so regardless of the solemn occasion for which they 
were assembled, as to resort to force and violence, to 
promote, what they are pleased to call, religious ob- 
jects. Where was then “the love of the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ,” of which the epistle nakes 
so pompous a profession? Where was “the blessed 
influence of his peaceable spirit and wisdom,” which 
you declare “is a wall of defence on the right hand 


breaches, and the Restorer of paths to dwell in,| as familiarly acquainted with their shameful andj and the left, protecting all, even the weakest of the 


would graciously afford wisdom and strength to 
accomplish. J. K. 
— 
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disgraceful conduct, as any who are within the pale 
| of our communion, and who know that the canting 
| strain of the epistle is designed for no other purpose 
than to parry off the censure which their conduct 
deserves. There are many, too, of their own people, 


j flock?” Why did it not protect Friends, who were 

quietly endeavouring “ to transact the affairs of the 
| asivel with decency and in order,” from your rude 
jattack and outrages? Plainly, because you were 
| destitute of its restraints. During the tumultuous 


EPISTLE OF THE OHIO SEPAR arists. | °! the separatists, who see through the hypocrisy. | riot and uproar of that disgraceful scene, were you 


The followers of Elias Hicks, at their late meeting 


| And surely it must have the effect to create in their 
minds a disgust for every thing like religion. Those 


|} endeavouring, “in all lowliness of mind, to demean 
| yourselves peaceably among all men, showing forth 


et Mount Pleasant, Ohio, issued a document in the| who have already imbibed libertine notions, or, un-| to the world by your lives and conduct, that you were 


form of an epistle. 
The readers of * The Friend” will recollect, that 


| bappily, have received a bias in favour of them, 
| would eagerly catch at such a document as the 


— followers of Him, who said, My kingdom is not 
| of this world, else would my servants fight?” Nay, 


this assembly was made up of those persons who ex-| epistle, coming from men such as ‘hey know compo-| there are few among you who would hazard an as- 


pelled Friends from their meeting-house, by a series} sed the pseudo yearly meeting, and use it as an ar-|sertion so palpably untrue. 


Yet, scarcely is this 


of outrages, which threatened the safety and even| gument to prove that there is no sincerity to be|* painful conflict,” “distressing to every feeling 


the lives of those they were opposing; for a correct 


account of which, see Nos. 49 and 51 of this journal. | 


It is proper to remark, that this separate meeting con- 
sisted of about three hundred persons, a part of whom 


| looked for among the professors of religion, that it 
is all a mere imposture, got up from interested mo- 
tives, and supported from sinister views. We believe 
| there is scarcely any means by which greater injury 


mind,” ended—scarcely had your desperate attack 
upon the unresisting body of Friends “ finally result- 
ed” in driving them from their meeting-house, than 
| vee come forward with these solemn professions in 





were in membership with the Society, others had been | is inflicted on the cause of religion, than by the gross| your mouths, and unblushingly declare, that you 


regularly disowned, while a considerable number had 
never belonged to the Society. 

In direct violation both of truth and justice, as well 
as of the solemn professions previously made by the 
party, this mixed company, convened under such dis- 
graceful circumstances, have presumed to style them- 
selyes Ohio yearly meeting, and to transact business 
in its name; although they were conscious at the 
time, that this body, which they had forcibly driven 
from its meeting-house, and whose members they had 
grossly abused, was then holding its regular session 
at Short Creek; being more than twice as large as 
their irregular assembly, and representing the great 
body of Friends within the limits of Ohio yearly meet- 
ing. A more glaring instance of unauthorized as- 
sumption could scarcely be found. On reading the 
epistle referred to, we were disgusted at the lavish 
use of sacred terms and the shallow professions with 
which it abounds. It is really difficult to conceive, 
how men, who but a few days before had been guilty 
of such flagrant violations of every principle of reli- 
gion and propriety, could thus unblushingly come 


| inconsistency between the practices and the profes- 
| sions of these high pretenders; and on this ground, 
\iffor no other reason, they ought to be stripped of 
| their borrowed feathers, and exhibited in their real 
characters. 

The epistle has no claim to originality—it is fram- 
ed from the model of the documents previously 
issued by the separatists in other places; and, in 
numerous parts, is almost a literal transcript. A 
bait, which had succeeded so well on occasions of 
less moment, only required a little more gilding, to 
answer their purpose in the instance before us. 

In attempting to describe the causes which have 
led to their separation, they mention, first, that “a 
testimony and epistle of advice from Indiana yearly 
meeting was adopted by their meeting for sufferings, 


which, together with an address from that meeting, | 


were urged upon the quarterly and monthly: meet- 
ings for their observance,” &c. Now, it is certainly 
very unfavourable for the cause of the seceders, that 
both these epistles were designed to set forth the ac- 
| knowledged faith of the Society of Friends in the 


“have experienced” living desires, that all your 
movements may be under the direction of Him, who 
alone can guide us in the path of safety.” If you 
had been consistent as followers of Him whose king- 
dom is not of this world, you would not thus fight, 
even for the sake of gaining unjust possession of 
Friends’ meeting-houses, much as you may prize the 
booty. You “ would be led, moreover, into the prac- 
tice of that excellent precept of the divine Master, 
Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, 
do ye even so to them.” Did your conduct to the 
yearly meeting of Ohio manifest the least regard to 
this excellent precept? You will not, you can not, 
pretend to it. On the contrary, it was a flagrant 
violation of this and every other * precept” of the 
New Testament with which you have loaded your 
specious epistle. But “ nothing new has happened” 
to the Society of Friends. “Soon after its rise, the 
same spirit which actuates you, broke forth with vio- 
j lence and bitterness,” inflicting great personal suf- 
| fering,and much vile abuse upon those members who 


| stood faithful to the doctrines and discipline of the 





before the public with a document, to which their! fundamental doctrines of the Christian religion; and}church. They, too, were driven from their meeting- 


conduct so flatly gives the lie. 


| to warn the members of those meetings against that 


| houses, and rudely interrupted in their religious as- 


We should suppose, the first idea that presented to} spirit of unbelief, which, in these days of libertinism,| semblies by those who had gone out into a spirit of 


their minds would have been, * of what avail will be 
all our smooth pretences to moderation, forbearance, 
justice and love? The readers of our epistle will turn 


“are as : 
| Christian faith, and to spread insubordination among 


. . . | 
the members of our religious communion. If the in- 


is seeking to invalidate those essential articles of| separation from the body. * Friends had also to en- 
| SC} ) 


| counter a spirit of ranterism,” the exact counterpart 
of that which [has deluded you, and] isnow desolat- 


from its specious and goodly lines to the dark picture} junction to observe the recommendations contained | ing the Society, and sowing discord and unbelief in 


of our viol 


ence, injustice, and oppression at Mount} in those epistles led the seceders to withdraw from| its borders—* which, despising order, and trampling 


Pleasant meeting-house, and the contrast will only | the Society of Friends, and to commit those acts of | the discipline under foot, has even claimed the au- 
make us appear more odious!” T his must inevitably | violence which they have since been engaged in, it| thority of the Holy Spirit for the unbridled indul- 
be the effect produced on the minds of those who are)is plain that they must first have departed trom the| gence of its own delusions,” We could scarcely have 
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Se 


selected any language more strikingly descriptive of | ing without inte: ference, Elias Hicks and some 


the spirit which breathes throughout your conduct 
than the above quotations from your epistle. Who- 
ever may be deceived by the plausible pretences with 
which it abounds, certainly the framers of it knew 
well, what spirit they and their party were of—they | 
describe it in the forcible language of practical expe- 
rience. 

It isa source of encouragement to reflect, that, 
though our early Friends were beset with enemies 
on every hand—persecuted by the powers of the 
earth for their religious tenets, and harassed by the 
apostacy and opposition of those “ false brethren” 
who fell away from the truth, yet as they kept single 
and stedfast in their love to Christ Jesus, their holy 
head, “ they triumphed over all opposition.” And if 
those who still adhere to the ancient doctrines and 
discipline of the Society, continue to hold fast the 
profession of their faith without w avering, walking 
by the same rule, they will, doubtless, be safely con- 
ducted to a similar termination of their trials. © 


H. 
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By further accounts received from Indiana, 
we are informed that the yearly meeting of 
I’riends convened at the stated time and place, 
and continued its session until the evening of 
second day in the following week; that it was 
the largest Y. M. ever held at Richmond; and 
several letters speak of it as a precious solem- 
nity not soon to be forgotten, in which the | 
power of truth prevailed, uniting Friends in 


sesame tae lg A cA teat 


two public meetings in a barn, in sight of the| 





sembling in the recess of the regular yearly 


lof his partisans came to Richmond, and held) meeting, at a different place and with another 


organization, is manifestly an absurdity. Apply 


yearly meeting-house during the time of its) the principle to civil society, and what anarchy 


session, besides several other meetings in the 
neighbourhood. His object, in this procedure, 
we leave to the unprejudiced reader to infer 
for himself. 


There is scarcely any movement made by| 


| 


vide and to distract, as far as is in their power. | 


him and his party that does not discover to- 
wards Friends, a settled determination to di- 


They have evinced their departure from the 


ways maintained. openly avowing that the ma- 
jority should govern in religious deliberations. 
Seeing, as they must have done, that their par- 
ty is greatly in the minority in Ohio and Indi- 
ana, the proceedings of Elias Hicks and his 
followers in and about Richmond at the time 
of the yearly meeting, fully show the chagrin 
they have felt, and their wish to lessen the 
meetings of Friends, by adding proselytes to 
their own. Instead, however, of convincing 
the people that he is a “ Barclay Quaker,” 
the account states that Elias has satisfied 
many that he has entered deeply into antichris- 


tian opinions. There is an overruling power 


fundamental ground which the Society has al-| 
— e y | after the meeting has concluded its session. 








and confusion must inevitably ensue. 





The yearly meeting of Baltimore, it appears, 
convened on second day last, the 27th instant. 
We have received intelligence of some extra- 
ordinary proceedings thereat, on the part of 
those who have identified themselves with the 
separatists in different parts of this country. 
But we refrain from stating particulars until 


We may, however, just add, that a division has 
taken place, and that those Friends who adhere 
to the ancient doctrines and discipline of the 
Society, had agreed to hold their yearly meet- 
ing detached from the separatists. 


Since the above was in type, we have re- 
ceived, from a valuable correspondent in Ohio, 
an interesting communication, in which he 
says : “ To-day, the judge delivered his opinion 
at considerable length, decidedly in favour of 
Friends, and laid a fine of five dollars each on 
the two persons complained of, D. Hilles and 
Isaac Jones.” “The judge took a compre- 


that is able to make way for the fiock of| hensive view of the case, adverted with great 


Christ, and to deliver them from all the dan- 
gers which surround them. He overrules even 
the designs of his enemies for good. The 
letter states, that ‘the outrageous conduct 
of the Hicksites at Mount Plessant, has ope- 


the bond of Christian love and fellowship, 80} rated very much against them in the limits of 
that no interruption was experienced from the | oyr (Indiana ) yearly meeting.” 


dividing spirit which has rent the Society in 
this country. A decision was minuted in the 
early part of the meeting, that those who hac 
identified themselves with the separatists by | 
attending their counterfeit yearly meeting, | 
could not,be entitled to a seat in the yearly 
meeting of Friends. Many important subjects 
were brought 
upon with much harmony. 
tee was appointed to attend the quarterly and 
monthly meetings, to make such arrangements 
and render such assistance, as will tend to the 
benefit and strength of these meetings. Com- 
mittees were also appointed to correspond with 
other yearly meetings, and to attest certifi- 
cates and minutes issued by monthly meetings. 
Those members of the meeting for sufferings, 
and of other standing committees, who have 





| 


does not appear that more than 
ten persons in the station of ministers have 
joined in the defection, and not that number 
openly; leaving a large body of ministers and 
elders within that yearly meeting, who main- 
tain the faith and discipline of the Society, not- 
withstanding the unwearied and laborious ef- 
forts which the Hicksites, through their agents 
and “ pernicious publications,’ have exerted, 
in order to spread the doctrines of infidelity in 
that newly settled country. 

The separate meeting held by Elias Hicks 
and his followers at Waynesville, under the as- 
sumed character of Indiana yearly meeting, 
our account states, was not as large as the 


quarterly meeting which convenes at  that!claim, therefore, to the name and character of 


place. Not satisfied with holding their meet- 


into consideration, and acted | 
A large commit-| 


! 
} 
| 


| society. 


|the right nor the disposition to interfere with 


\their privilege, a privilege common to all, to 
Ps eel regulate their own affairs in their own way ; 

gone off in the separation, were dismissed. It} on 5 : s : 

( om or | but while they continue their endeavours to 

lidentify their novel opinions with the ancient 


The party who met at Waynesville, have 


;;completely settled the question of who are the 


Society of Friends, and who are the seceders 
from it, within the limits of Indiana yearly meet- 
ing ; and whilst we commend them for abstain- 
ing from the violence and the outrages of their 
brethren in Ohio, we cannot but condemn, in 
the strongest terms, their attempt to assume to 
themselves the name of a -body, from which 


ithey have so openly and plainly separated. 
lIt would be far more honourable and con- 


sistent with the truth, for them to relinquish the 
title of Quakers or Friends altogether, and ac- 
knowledge themselves a separate and distinct 
In that case we should neither have 


and acknowledged doctrines of Quakerism, we 
ishall feel it an indispensable duty to expose the 
\imposition, to the utmost of our abilities and 


lin every practicable form. 


The yearly meeting of Indiana, which met 
in the regular order of Society at Richmond, 
in the year 1827, was held without interrup- 
‘tion, and adjourned by unanimous consent, to 
meet in the tenth mo. 1828, according to the 
| directions of the discipline. In conformity with 
this decision, the yearly meeting assembled at 
the usual time and place, and as we have men- 
'tioned was large, solemn and edifying. The 








\ Indiana yearly meeting, by a body of people as- 





ability and correctness to many important 
pomts—condemned the proceedings of the 
Hicksites in strong terms, and adjudged the 
defendants guilty of disturbing Om1o YEARLY 
Meerine.”” “ Their counsel talked of an ap- 
peal, which the judge informed them could 
not be taken, the statute in the case not ad- 
mitting of an appeal; but if they insisted on it, 
he would allow it to be taken to the court of 
common pleas—but there it would be a ques- 
tion for him to decide, (being the president 
judge,) whether the defendants had a right to 
appeal or not.”” “The trial of the rioters be- 
fore Justice Sutherland commenced yesterday 
‘afternoon, and a young man direct from Steu- 
|benville informs me, that they are all found 
guilty, and bound over for their appearance at 
court.”” We expect to be furnished with a 
copy of the judge’s opinion, which we shall 
immediately present to our readers. 

N. B. David Hilles was clerk of the spu- 
rious yearly meeting. 





An article of much interest on the subject 
of Egyptian History, from our valuable friend 
Z, has been received. Also, has come to 
hand, an article headed ‘* The Upper Nile,” 
in the hand writing of one whom we gladly 
welcome again to our pages. These, with the 
essay on “ Popular Prejudice,” and the bio- 
graphical articles “* Jerome of Prague” and 
«“ John Huss,’’ will be inserted in course. 





Married, at Friends’ meeting, Middletown, Penn., 
on fifth day, the 23d inst., Daniex Wits, of Bur- 
lington county, New Jersey, to Susanna, daughter 
of Joseph Richardson, late of Middletown Town- 
ship, Bucks county, Pennsylvania. 
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